
MONTECILLO NEWSLETTER   
May – August 2021 
Issue 33 
________________________________________________________________ 

 
Queen’s Birthday High Tea 

 
 

 
       

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The residents were dressed in their 
finest hand-made fascinators to 
celebrate the Queen’s Birthday. 
Everyone enjoyed a wonderful High 
Tea that was fit for a Queen. 
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Residents having a Lovely High Tea prepared by the Kitchen team in 
Celebration of the Queen’s Birthday 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome: 
Terry Wilson  Alan Goding   Trevor McNutt 
Bill Mulhall   Mal Gordon   Marion Guy 
Phyllis Wilson  Eric Fuller   Gerald Helsloot 
Margaret Robertson Maggie Bremner  Carl Wilson  
Robin Gibson  
 

Departed: 
Elayne Bottle  Alan Penman 
Daniel Gillion  Isabel Grant 
Terry Wilson  Tom Flaws  
Eric Fuller   Mal Gordon 
Margaret Robertson  
 

Transferred: 
Ngaire Penny 



Music Therapy Session with Cheree 

 
The residents had a lovely time with Cheree during the music therapy 

session. It was such an engaging activity ꟷ each resident was given an 
instrument to play with alongside the songs that Cheree was performing, 
including drums, tambourines, and maracas. It was also attended by some of 
the residents’ family members.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Montecillo Olympic Games 
 
    
 

In celebration of the opening of Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games, residents 
engaged in different sports and games activities at our very own Montecillo 
Olympic Games (MOG). Ten games including indoor golf, basketball, ring toss, 
table soccer, Olympic trivia quiz, and many more were run for two weeks. It 
was followed by the awarding ceremony on the 23rd of July which was the 
official opening day of Tokyo Olympic Games.  Kaeiuea, one of the staff 
members, performed a local Kiribati dance number during the awards 
ceremony, also in celebration of Kiribati’s Independence Day. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                Residents playing table soccer. 
 

 
 
 



Montecillo Olympic Games 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Margaret Hore awarded a special award                             Larry Cooper—one of the highest                             
       by Jade (Activities Co-ordinator)                                          individual scorers of the MOG 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                

Kaeiuea (staff member) during her Kiribati dance number 

 



Delta Entertainers 
 

A group of groovy ladies’ aka Delta Entertainers amused our residents with 
their lovely voices and amazing performance of playing instruments. In 
addition to the wonderful songs played, Delta Entertainers also shared some 
jokes with our residents.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                         

 
Fundraising 
Thanks to everyone for your support of the Raffle.  
The proceeds will fund a Bus trip and a Mobility taxi 
to take the residents out for a Spring outing   
  
We had 25 lucky winners and 1st prize was won by 
Vicki Wilson (family member of resident).  A huge thank you to Eva Eaton 
(resident) for donating so many lovely hand knitted rugs,  for fundraising.  2nd 
Prize went to Trevor Allison (family member of resident) and 3rd to Sudi (staff)   
 
Donations for prizes for future raffles are  always greatly appreciated.  

 



Ashburton Girls’ Choir. 

 

 

On May 31st Montecillo residents, their families, and staff were treated to 

the musical talents of sixteen young women from the Ashburton Girl’s 

Phoenix Choir. Montecillo residents and staff enjoyed singing along to some 

of their old favorites such as “Danny Boy”, “Sailor” and the choirs favorite 

“Girls just want to have fun”.  The girls then joined the residents for 

afternoon tea and a chat in the dining room. The choir had previously 

entered an international singing competition in Singapore which was a 

memorable highlight for many of the girls. This year, the choir participated in 

a South Island tour, singing in different venues and rest homes around the 

southern region and they hope to be able to compete overseas next year.  

Many of our Activities that have 
taken place include … 
Housie, Newspaper Reading, Word Builders, 
Exercises, Trivia quizzes, Car Trips, One to One, 
Manicures, Happy Hour each Friday evening, 
Movies in the Main Lounge, Walking Groups, 
Theme Crafts, Knitting Group, Facebook, 
Salvation Army each month, Bunnings Support 
staff group, Indoor Golf/ Quoits and Darts, 
Euchre, Music Group, Baking/ Cupcake 
Decorating, Board Games, Card Games & Pamper 
Sessions, Bus trips & Mobility van outings for 
residents in wheelchairs.   
 



Meet Emma & Kiu 
 
Hi, my name is Emma. (Left in pic)  
I’m an enrolled nursing student at Otago Polytechnic.  I’m in my first year of 
studies and Montecillo is my first placement.   
 
In my spare time I enjoy 
rugby and art and art as 
my main hobby.  I’m 
from Dunedin 
originally, but have also 
lived in Christchurch.  
I’m super excited to be 
given the opportunity 
to get to know and 
learn from all the 
residents .  thanks to 
everyone I’ve met so far 
for being so kind and 
patient with me. 
 
Talofa Lava, 
My name is Kiu 
(pronounced like the 
letter “Q”) and I am a 
student nurse 
completing my 
placement at 
Montecillo Veteran’s 
Rest Home and 
Hospital.  I am currently 
7 weeks in and I just 
want to thank everybody for making me feel so welcome.  I’ve enjoyed getting 
to know each and every one of you and look forward to working with you all 

on my remaining 2 weeks!       
Fun fact: I am Samoan Chinese 
Thank you 
Kiu.   

 



Hello from Jade – Activities Co-Ordinator 

I was born and raised in the 

Philippines. I graduated Bachelor of 

Science in Business Administration 

Major in Marketing Management. 

After university, I worked as a Key 

Accounts Officer for a multinational 

company for more than a couple of 

years. Right after that, I became a 

Business Development Specialist at a 

different company for more than 

two years as well before quitting my 

job and decided to move to New 

Zealand in January 2016. I finished a 

postgrad Diploma in Management at 

Southern Institute of Technology in 

2019.  

I lived in Auckland for a couple    of 

years before moving down south in 2018. I worked in different kinds of 

industries here including sales, hospitality, and aged care. 

In my spare time, I like traveling around the country to explore and see 

different sides of NZ. I like hanging out with my friends whether eating out, 

game night, or watching movies in the cinema. I like music but music doesn’t 

like me back (no talent whatsoever haha). I listen to all sorts of music but my 

favorites would be tropical house and indie. I enjoy going to concerts or gigs 

with friends or by myself. I like animals too particularly cats! I used to have 9 

cats back home but I’m definitely not a crazy cat lady—just a cat lady without 

the crazy (haha).  

 

 

 



We Are So Pleased to be in Level 2 After Lockdown 
 

We are delighted to have things almost return to normal.  Montecillo residents 
and staff have missed seeing family and friends terribly.   
For 3 weeks, we have had a bubble inside of Montecillo, separating upstairs 
and downstairs and even staff, keeping to their own bubbles to keep everyone 
as safe as possible just in case a positive case were to show up in the South 
Island.   
It has been challenging for everyone, but we are incredibly proud of how well 
our activities co-ordinators managed to work around keeping things going, to 
boost morale – i.e., Housie for upstairs and downstairs via Zoom.  Jennie 
remained upstairs and Jade downstairs for the 3 weeks.  We had only 2 
residents per dining table in the dining room, with a line thru the centre, and 
designated tables - one side upstairs and one side down. A lot of residents 
remained in their rooms, and the small lounges were utilised well to 
accommodate social activities 
and meal times.   
 We are so happy to have 
volunteer, Richard Wells, back in 
the mornings to read the 
newspaper.   At this level, this is 
taking place in the main lounge 
to allow social distancing 
between residents.   Richard’s 
dog Dana was also missed 
greatly, so welcome back to you 
both!  It would be an 
understatement to say “Richard 
is so happy to be back!” 
Cecily will be joining us again 
next week.  Her hair appt took 
priority over helping with Housie 

this week – understandably 

so – there were a few residents 

and staff looking in need of a bit 
of a pamper after cancelled 
appts.                                                   Pic of Joan McDonald and Amanda (hairdresser) 
 



Thanks to everyone for masking up, scanning the QR code, sanitising your 
hands and signing in on arrival.  All family and friends are required to sign in 
……… on arrival and sign out as departing as well as scanning the QR code. From 
midnight Tuesday 14 September, if you are unable to scan the QR Covid 
tracking, you must complete a paper declaration which you can drop in the 
box on reception. Please be sure to pass this on to your family and friends.   
We make a huge effort to keep everyone in the loop, re changes via email.  We 
have a couple of family members we are aware that do not have email and 
make a phone call to, to keep them informed.  A letter has been printed for 
the residents, with the information you receive, to keep consistency with 
information about any significant changes. 
We appreciate all the gratitude from family and friends, thanking us for 
keeping their loved ones safe.  So, thanks for your kind words and keep safe! 
 
Kind regards 
From the team at Montecillo.   

 

 

Sadly, Lynley’s 

wee man Monte 

passed away on 

Saturday 11th 

September.  

 

 



14.09.21 - An Outing in the Mobility Van today and 
many more to come!!! 

 
Resident’s - Elsie, Larry, Trevor & staff member Jade thoroughly enjoyed the 
outing in Big John’s mobility van to St. Clair, Blackhead, Fairfield, Mosgiel & 
Outram today.  There is another outing planned for next week.   


