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Welcome: 

Kay Tiffany   Margaret Hore  John Tansey 

Paul Flowers  Clive Bardwell  Barry Lee 

Pamela Lee   Eva Eaton   Kevin Marshall 

 

Departed: 

Tommy Rosenbrock Margaret Lockhart Maurice Henry 

Paul Flowers  John Tansy   Connie Wright 

 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE FOR OUR 

NEXT QUIZ NIGHT  

November 6th @ 6.30pm in 

the Main Lounge  

Up to 8 people per team $5 

per person entry.   

Prizes - Raffles & Scratchie Boards  

Nibbles will be provided.    

 

Our last quiz was a huge success, and we are excited to invite you back to this 

one.  Again, this is to fundraise for a conversion for a Kitchenette in the 

Grove Street Lounge for the residents and families to utilise – we again would 

truly appreciate any donations of vouchers or gifts to give as prizes on the 

night.  



June 2020 

This month we have continued with the weekly episodes of “The Crown.” 

Viewers are enjoying this weekly viewing and it is reminiscent of the Royal 

family, who’s history and familiar names that have coloured and shaped our 

past.  

 

Housie continues to be a huge success each week.   

 

9am Meet up in the Main Lounge with Activities co-ordinator/s – for a word 

quiz and some exercises.  These activities are a very popular way to start the 

day.   

 

Newspaper reading continues with Richard Wells (Volunteer) back after an 

absence due to Covid19.  Reading the ODT has always been popular with the 

mainstay of people to keep them up to date with the happenings in our 

country and overseas; it also is proving very social and offers a discussion 

around some of the articles. 

 

 

Pamper Time 

Pic of Joy (hairdresser) with 

Joyce Burt (under the dryer) 

& Elsie Herriott – having the 

finishing touches applied.  

 

  

 

 

 



Afternoon High-Tea was a tremendous success on the Friday prior to 

Queen's birthday weekend.  The kitchen staff went to a lot of trouble and 

made some beautiful nibbles, sandwiches and slices, including the most 

divine chewy mini cream meringues.  China cups & plates, tiered cake plates 

were brought out of their cupboards; a lovely change from the usual 

crockery.  The resident’s activity team, weekly craft sessions made streamers 

which made a focal point on the ceiling in the lounge/dining area. A large 

oversized golden cardboard crown adorned the back wall emblazoned with 

the union jack.  It really set a wonderful atmosphere.  ‘God save the Queen’ 

music played in the background ...  It was a great time for all who attended. 

 Pics: Violet Timmings  

& Laurie Cooper with Mele (HCA) 

 

 

 

 

 



A trip on the NZ Journeys bus (hired) took 16 residents away on a trip around 

town and down the Otago Peninsula.  Just the remedy to fix the lockdown 

and isolation from the Covid19 virus. We were pleased to support NZ 

Journeys.  It 

worked so well for 

all.  This was a 

truly wonderful 

morning.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pics include Richard Wells with Ted Berney – Noel McCutcheon & Ray Davis – Ron Knotts 

& Joan McDonald – Frank Sinclair & Cameron – John Kelly & Neville Healey. 

 



Recently, there has been bi-weekly soup making, where the residents are 

involved in choosing what soup to make, chopping up vegetables and being 

part of the food whiz operations.   They are enjoying the evening meal with 

all that they have been part of and created.  This has been well received by 

all, some asking for 2nds and even thirds. 

 

On June 25th we celebrated our Annual Mid-Winter Christmas Dinner.  This 

was for residents and staff and acknowledges the middle of the year ... a bit 

of festive fun.  The RSA kindly sponsored this meal, which consisted of 

beautifully cooked ham on the bone, lamb and all the traditional Christmas 

goodies.   (See pic on front page) 

 

External entertainment and church services have recommenced in June. This 

has been greatly appreciated by the residents as it is starting to feel normal 

again, after a period of isolation and retrospection through the Covid19 

period.  Guest speakers are in the pipeline and outings to restaurants and 

cafes are all a go.  There has been quite a lot of shopping outings, since the 

change in lockdown restrictions.  One resident had been waiting very 

patiently to be taken to purchase an iPad.  She was thrilled with her new 

purchase and has also had an hour’s tuition, with the staff at the store.  She 

enjoyed being able to check daily on the albatross cam and trying new apps 

including solitaire.   

 

Movies such as Philomena, Extraction, The Meg and 

others have been a great escape on these winter 

afternoons once a week. 

 

A new activity of “Virtual Tours” of tourist sites 

including Victoria and Albert museum, Sistine 

Chapel, Yosemite’s, Colosseum and the last one 

Petra the ancient stone city has been quite popular 

and a great way to explore our beautiful world 

from our armchairs.    



We have celebrated the imminent arrival of two staff expecting babies,       

EN Matt Dowling and Queen of Laundry Renata were both expecting babies 

with their respective partners, so a baby shower was laid on to celebrate 

their new arrivals.  This was a fun time with games, nibbles and gifts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Update:  Matt has a gorgeous wee man named Brycen & Renata has a 

beautiful wee girl named Riley.  We have already had a couple of visits from 

Brycen and Mum Fiona – Matt EN’s wife.   

Pictured: Renata’s partner Adrian 

participating in the Baby Shower 

games – Renata & Fiona with 

flowers presented after their 

lovely afternoon of gifts and 

afternoon tea.    

Also, Heather Bryson, was very 

happy to have a nice long hold 

of baby Brycen.   

 

 



It is so nice to once again have the doors open, so family and friends and 

even the residents and staff can freely come and go.  It has been a very 

strange, and at times stressful, with all that comes when faced with a 

pandemic.  Thanks to everyone that managed to book on the online booking 

scheduler and for everyone that diligently signed in and patiently waited to 

have their temperatures taken, when it was busy at reception.  It was a true 

team effort, from all the staff, management, visitors and contractors, to keep 

things flowing as good as we did.   

 

This is your Life – Thanks to the families that have emailed in their family 

members story and images – wow, some of you have gone to such a lot of 

effort to make these so informative and just so special.  It is a privilege to 

have these, to share with our staff. (It can be as little or large as you want it 

to be – it is just nice for a new staff member to pick up the article for a wee 

bit of an idea of the residents’ life, prior to coming into Montecillo.  In many 

cases, we just don’t get to know all those little treasures of info.   Please if 

you haven’t already, we would be most grateful to receive your family 

members story to frame or laminate, and place in the resident’s room.  

   

Thanks, Cecily, For All You Do!  

A few words from Cecily: 
I’ve worked in aged care for the last 28 years; 
the last 12 being here at Montecillo Veteran’s 
Home & Hospital.   
I retired 18 months ago, but in that time, I 
have returned each week to do volunteer 
work, especially on a Thursday to help with 
Housie.   
I always enjoy aged care, it’s a great feeling 
to think you’re making a difference in 
someone’s life, no matter how small the task 
is.   
 
 



Hello from Lydia & Eva – Health Care Assistants 

Hello, my name is Lydia McAlevey.  I am 35 years old and have two children.  

I am happily married to Patrick and have been for 12 years.  My daughter 

Sophie is 9 and loves to sing and my son George is 7 and enjoys playing 

soccer.   I came to Montecillo when I was 21.  I worked here for four years 

and left to have children, only returning 6 months ago.   

I grew up in Waimate on a 500acre sheep farm.    I loved helping my Dad at 

lambing time and burning around the paddocks on the farm motorbike.  We 

lived next to the Waihou river and spent many a day swimming and fishing.  I 

loved to go eeling with my friends at night by torch light.   

Swimming is still a big part of my life and if I have a weekend off, you will 

most likely find me at Moana pool with my kids.   

My husband Paddy works for a great company, called Escea.  Escea design 

and manufacture gas fires.  These fires are sent all over the world, including 

USA, Australia and Canada.  He has just celebrated 15 years-service with 

them.  When he first started working with them, there was roughly 21 staff 

and they currently have over 100 staff now.                                                                              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                             

                  Pic of Lydia (left) & Eva  



Kiora and Malo e lelei.  Warm greetings from myself to you 

all.  My name is ‘Evalesi Mafi’ and you may know me as ‘Eva.   

 

I was born on the 28th August, 1982 in Nukualofa, Tonga.   
I am the eldest in 4 children.  I am a kind, funny and loving person.  I have 2 children, 
one of each and my husband is a Reverend.   
In my years of studying, I was in Cornwall Park Primary School in Auckland for a 
couple of years, then moved to Tonga where I finished with High School in 1999. In 
2000 I studied in the University of the South Pacific, Tonga Campus, studying 
Liturature and Language also majoring Sociology.  I also was working part time for 
Tonga Broadcasting Commission which is a TV and Radio station, owned by the 
government as an FM Radio station announcer and Radio DJ.   
In 2002 , I moved to a private Radio staion 89.1 FM as the Assistant FM broadcaster 
and focused on market and advertising for 4 years.  During this time I also did 
voluntry work in the weekends suporting elderly nuns at the Sisters of the Poor.  In 
2006, I settled down and got married.  In 2007, had my first son but unfortunately 
the good Lord had other plans for my family.  Heaven had gained another angel.  A 
couple of months from losing my son, my husband and I moved here to Dunedin, 
to look for opportunities and to see what the country has to offer.  In 2008, a friend 
of mine introduced me to her work here in Montecillo and I was interested to find 
out more.  I came in for an interview and the first day I got offered the job as a Nurse 
Aide.  After a couple of months, I was incredibly unwell with carrying mydaughter 
and unfortunately, had to resign my work and look after my health.  In 2009, I had a 
baby girl and after 6 weeks I was back at work.  After a year and a half, due to 
Immigration regulations, we were unable to commence work and had to move back 
to Tonga.  In 2011 I had my 3rd child.  In 2012, I worked for Digicel Tonga.   This was 
one of the biggest companies concentrating on mobile phone network and home 
entertainment provider as a Customer Care Agent.  In nearly a year working there, I 
was offered to work for retailer department and to be one of the QAT (Quality 
Assurance Team), but being a customer care agent, I get to support customers 
when they call through the call centre, so I turned it down.   
In 2013 we were granted residency by the NZ immigration, through Pacific Access 
Category Resident Visa.  My family and I moved back to New Zealand however, 
despite the weather in Dunedin but it was a perfect place to be.  I was very lucky to 
have my post still available in Montecillo, now as a Health Care Assistant.  I was 
warmly welcomed back to the loving hearts of the residents and the staff.  Until 
today, I thank my blessings everyday because I know there is a purpose for me, in 
this life.  I am extemely lucky to work alongside the best team and work force, not 
to mention my passion is to support these extroadinary residents to the best of my 
ability, and to provide them with the best quality care. 
Thank you so much. 

‘Eva 



Cont… July/August 

Residents Meeting:  A good turn out and issues were discussed and kitchen 

ideas were raised for the Grove Street Lounge. 

Mosgiel Health Centre Pharmacy – Pop up shop 

This is a lovely opportunity to do some in house shopping a chance to 

purchase some smellies and pretty things for your personal use or for 

presents for family.  Another visit is scheduled in September and closer to 

Christmas. 

Guest Speakers 

The first was Mark Patterson the NZ First MP who came and joined us for 

afternoon tea and discussed his party’s visions and values for informing our 

residents for the upcoming elections.  This is a great opportunity to meet the 

local MP’s and put a name to the face.  Upcoming there is Greens MP, Labour 

MP. National MP and TOP (The Opportunities Party) MP will all make an 

appearance and we can ask them those burning questions we have. 

Geoff Todd, the Unarmed Combat Instructor visited to give his first talk as a 

guest speaker this month.  He is experienced in military, combat, SAS here in 

New Zealand and overseas.  This was such an informative talk, that we have 

asked him to come back.  This was all great insight into Geoff’s life.   

Bev came in and played the Piano, this was a toe tapping exchange of songs, 

reminiscent of days gone by!  

 

Pete & Evelyn came to entertain – this was a welcome 
break and heartening to have entertainers back after the 
1st Lockdown was encountered. 

 

The latest Resident and Family meeting was attended by many.  Lynley gave 

an update and there was time for questions.  Two representatives from 

Public Trust then spoke about the importance of having Enduring Power of 

Attorney, documentation set in place and the responsibilities that surround 

being an EPOA.  Information was left at Reception for anyone interested in 

updating or putting into place EPOA. 



Carey’s Bay Outing 

We have been lucky enough to gain access to a free community van provided 

by the wonderful people at Midway Motors in Kaikorai Valley Road.   Our 

first trip saw a full van load heading out to the idyllic setting of Carey’s Bay 

Hotel where residents purchased their own drinks and nibbles.    

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Frank Sinclair & Health Care Assistant Rose on 
the way to Carey’s Bay Hotel 

 
 Margaret Hore at the Hotel 
 
Voting – With the General elections, just around the corner, it has been 
confirmed that a ballot box will be made available within Montecillo for voting 
to take place in October. 
 
Hon Ron Mark Popped in to  
Visit the Residents.   
 
Pic with Valda White.   
 
 
 
 
 


